Coastal Virginia Unitarian Universalists Covenant of Right Relations

We, the members of Coastal Virginia Unitarian Universalists, a}ﬁivm our love and respect for our congrega-
tion and fov each other by adopting this Covenant of Right Relations. This covenant is a set of guide['mes
suggesting how we might best maintain a hea[thy and vibrant community. It upho [ds our shared UU princi-
ples and pVovides a we[coming, Vespectﬁtl, and vibrant environment where each person can search for truth

and meaning, build connections, renew spirit, and be nsp ired to action.

As individuals, we endeavor to dwell together in the spirit of these ideals with the knowledge that honoring
this Covenant will strengthen our relationships and enlarge our sense of community. We commit to living
and working with this Covenant, revis iting it as needed. n this spirit, we will strive toward the fo[[owing as

we participate in the life of the Congregation.

Our Ideals and Our Living Practices

Listening and Speaking
We listen to understand with respect and attention and we speak with care. Listen with an open heart and

an open mind; assume the best intentions in others; speak my truth with love.

Working with Conflict
We resolve conﬂicts diVect[y, using openness and compassion. Accept conﬂict as inevitable and hea[thy and

work to turn it into a positive force; react ca[m[y and reasonab [y, help with conﬂict resolution.

Solidarity and Caring

We support each other in times of need and ofjoy. Demonstrate our caring and mutual support fov one an-
other both as individuals and as a group; be compassionate toward others; Veﬁfain ﬁfom persona[ attacks

and gossip; put needs of the community ]aefore myse[f; keep it ﬂm; add [aughter.

Serving our Community
We serve our congregation with generosity and good humor, and we are grateﬁd for the service of others.

Participate as much as 1 can in congregational life; honor the service of others; keep my commitments and be

honest when 1 can’t; support social justice activities.



Growth and Change

We support our members in their search for truth and meaning in their lives. Be open-minded; support and

encourage the personal or spiritual growth of others; explore and share what 1 believe.

Welcoming and Hospitality
We practice hospitality, welcoming all who enter. Actively try to integrate others into congregational life; get

to know members 1 don’t know; respect the humanity and equality of members and guests of the congrega-

tion; be welcoming and invite others to Join us.

Diversity in Unity
We promote a multicultural and mulﬂgenevaﬁona[ community within and ’oeyond ourwalls that sees diver-
sity in all its manifestaﬁons as a sign of strength. Celebrate diﬂerences ; conduct myse[f so that others fee[

safe emoﬁonaﬂy and physica“y; honor others’ points of view and experiences; love, respect, and celebrate our

children.

Forgiveness and Reconciliation

We acknowledge our mistakes and shortcomings and forgive those of others. Acknowledge our human falli-
bility and seek, offer, and receive forgiveness; respect my own limitations and those of others; forgive others

and myself.



